Paul,

an apostle of
Christ Jesus by the will

of God, To God's holy peaple

n Ephesus, the faithful in

Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to

jou from God our Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ. Praise for Spiritu-

1l Blessings in Christ. Praise be to the
God and Facher of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiricual
blessing in Christ. For he chose us in
him before the creation of the world to
be holy and blameless in his sight. In
ove he predestined us for adoption to
sonship through Jesus Christ, in accor-
dance with his pleasure and will—to the
oraise of his glorious grace, which he
has freely given us in the One he loves.
In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accor-
lance with the riches of God's grace
hat he lavished on us. With all wisdom
ind understanding, he made known to|
us the mystery of his will according to
his good pleasure, which he purposed in
Christ, to be put into effect when the
imes reach cheir fulfillment—to bring
ity to all things in heaven and on
arth under Christ. In him we were also
hosen, having been predestined accord-
ng to the plan of him who works out
verything in conformity with the pur-
hose of his will, in order that we, who)
were the first to put our hope in Christ,
might be for the praise of his glory. And
/ou also were included in Christ when|
you heard the message of truch, the gos-
vel of your salvation. When you believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the’
bromised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the,
redemption of those who are God's pos-
session—to the praise of his glory. For]
his reason, ever since I heard about your]
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for]
ill God's people, I have not stopped giv--
ng thanks for you, remembering you in
my prayers. | keep asking that the God of!
ur Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Fa-|
her, may give you the Spiric of wisdom
and revelation, so that you may know|
him better. 1 pray that the eyes of your,
heart may be enlightened in order that;
you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious in-
heritance in his holy people, and his in-
-omparably great power for us who be-
ieve. That power is the same as thef
mighty strength he exerted when he,
raised Christ from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly:
realms, far above all rule and authoricy,
»ower and dominion, and every name!
hat is invoked, not only in the present
age but also in the one to come. And God!
olaced all things under his feet and ap-
»ointed him to be head over everyching
for the church, which is his body, the;
fullness of him who fills everything in
very way. As for you, you were dead in}
jour transgressions and sins, in which
you used to live when you followed the
ways of this world and of the ruler of the|
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now
at work in those who are disobedient.
All of us also lived among them at one
ime, gratifying the cravings of our flesh
ind following its desires and thoughts.|
Like the rest, we were by nature deserv-
ng of wrath. But because of his great
ove for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
made us alive with Christ even when we|
were dead in transgressions—it is by
grace you have been saved. And God
aised us up with Christ and seated us,
with him in the heavenly realms in
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming
ages he might show the incomparable;
iches of his grace, expressed in his|
kindness o us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it |
s by grace you have been saved,
hrough faith—and this is not from |
ourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not |
by works, so that no one can boast. |
For we are God’s handiwork, created/

n Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for
us to do. Therefore, remember
hat formerly you who are Gen-
iles by birth and called “un-
ircumeised” by those
who call them-
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selves “the circumcision”
(which is done in the
body by  human
hands)—remember that

at that time you were
separate from Christ,
promise, without hope
have been brought near
has destroyed the barrier,
tions. His purpose was to
cile both of them to God
were far away and peace
you are no longer foreign-
foundation of the apostles
gether and rises to become
lives by his Spirit. For this
ministration of God's grace
briefly. In reading this, then,
in other generations as it has
the Gentiles are heirs togeth-

excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the

and without God in the world. Buc now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away

by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and
the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regula-
create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to recon-

through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who

to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. Consequendly,

ers and strangers, but fellow citizens with Gods people and also members of his household, built on the
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief comerstone. In him the whole building is joined to-

a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being builc together to become a dwelling in which God
reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—Surely you have heard about the ad-
that was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written
you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to people!
now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel
er wich Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in che promise in Christ Jesus. I became a servant of this gospel by the
gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. Alchough [ am less than the least of all thel  Lords people, this grace was
given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages
past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In
him and ¢hrough faich in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my suf-
ferings for you, which are your glory. For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts chrough faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all che Lord’s holy people, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—chat you may be filled to the measure
of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. As a prisoner for the Lord, then,
I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make
every efforc to keep the unity of the Spiric through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spiric, just as you were called to one hope when
you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Facher of all, who is over all and through all and in all. Bu to each one of us grace
has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it[a] says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.”
(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earchly regions? He who descended is the very one who ascended
higher than all the heavens, in order o fill the whole universe.) So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowl-
edge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed
back and forch by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceicful
scheming, Instead, speaking the truch in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, cha is, Christ.
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. So
I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Geniles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in
their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due o the hardening of their hearcs. Having lost
all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed. That, however, is
not the way of life you learned when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught,
with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by ics dece
titude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God

A Gludy ot The Fphasion Movement”

hold. Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work,
hands, that they may have something to share with those in need. Do not let any
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Ge rid
and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgave you. Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of
self up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind
of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which
are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy p h a person is an idolater—has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those
who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light (for the fruit of the light consiss in all goodness, righteousness and truch) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the
fruicless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by
the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminaced becomes a light. This is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.” Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days
are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled
with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submic to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives,
submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his
body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love
your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,
and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, hus-
bands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed
and care for their body, just as Christ does the church—for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be uniced to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This s a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. Howev-
er, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise—*so that it may go well with you,
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruc-
tion of the Lord. Slaves, obey your earchly masters wich respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey
them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve whole-
heartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do,
whether they are slave or free. And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both
their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism wich him. Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heaven- £
ly realms. Therefore puc on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and
after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate
of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this,
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helme of salvation
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spiric on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alerc and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people. Pray also for me, that whenever
1 speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an am-
bassador in chains. Pray thac I may declare i¢ fearlessly, as I should. Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant
in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing I am sendin
him to you for this very purpase, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you. Peac
to the brothers and sisters,and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
Grace w0 all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.

ful desires; to be made new in the at-

in true righteousness and holiness.
‘Therefore each of you must put off
falsehood and speak truthfully to your
neighbor, for we are all members of one
body. “In your anger do not sin”: Do not
let the sun go down while you are still
angry, and do not give the devil a foot-
doing something useful with their own
unwholesome talk come out of your
may benefit chose who listen. And do not
of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling
forgiving each other, just as in Chrisc God
love, just as Christ loved us and gave him-

e
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Tilroducing Fphasioloy

I met Juan in the jungle of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta
Mountains on the northeastern coast of Colombia. The snowcapped
mountains are the highest elevation along the Caribbean Sea.
Somewhere around thirteen thousand Kogi live in twenty-nine
communities spread out along that range. They are a traditional
animistic people who do not want to have contact with those they
call “younger brother.”

Juan grew up in one of the Kogi communities, and when he
was a boy he met two missionaries who shared the gospel with him.
This had a transformational impact on Juan’s life, and everyone in the
community recognized it. Later Juan attended a school in Bogota,
where he decided to become a pastor so that he could take the gospel
back to his people. After completing his education, he returned to
the mountain. People noticed the difference Jesus made in his life.
Slowly others began to desire the peace of Christ Juan experienced,
and eventually sixty Kogi converted to Christianity.

Not long after these conversions, community leaders began to feel
threatened by this new group. The lifestyle they had observed among
the predominately Catholic Colombians who called themselves
Christians brought deep fear that their traditions would be impacted.
They began to persecute the new Kogi believers and finally gave them
an ultimatum: either renounce their faith or be killed! Juan and the
other Christians fled their homes. They left everything—fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, and all their earthly possessions—to
start a new community whose hope is to reach back to their people
with the gospel.

Over the years since their exile, they have dubbed 7he Jesus
Film into the Kogi language, committed their language to writing,

1
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translated the New Testament, and are presently working on translating the
Old Testament. Their vision is to see an indigenous movement in the jungles of
Colombia proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. Their dream began with
a cost. No doubt it will cost more. But it is a cost that we all need to assess if
we desire to be a part of a movement of God like we see in the New Testament.
Perhaps there is no better New Testament movement to study than the one that
began in Ephesus in ap 51.

Ephesiology: A Study of the Ephesian Movement

If you are looking for a commentary on Ephesians, you have picked up
the wrong book. This book is about the fantastic work of the Holy Spirit
that resulted in all of the Roman province of Asia hearing the gospel.!
Like commentaries, however, I offer plenty of interpretation of Paul’s letter
bearing the title “Ephesians,” as well as other texts associated with the city.
This is not a biblical theology of missions, either, although we will see timeless
principles that ensured the movement would become indigenous. Rather, the
book is a missiological theology of the Bible.

You might wonder about the distinction between a biblical theology and a
missiological theology. The former makes missions a subset of biblical theology,
something that is one among many different biblical theologies—of the church,
of leadership, of God, etc. The latter puts missions at the core of the Bible.
Missions is the Bible’s purpose, as missions seeks God’s glorification by the
proclamation of his will to every people, nation, tribe, and tongue. As the South
African missiologist David Bosch said, “God’s very nature is missionary” (1991,
390), so we should clearly see his missionary activity through the disciples and
what they wrote.

Unlike commentaries and biblical theologies, my interest is in the
missiologically theocentric movement that began in the great city of Ephesus
and lasted for the next generation. How did the movement start? What did its
adherents believe? Who were its leaders? How did it multiply? What sustained
its growth? Those are the questions I hope to answer in this book, appropriately
titled Ephesiology: A Study of the Ephesian Movement.

1. The Roman province of Asia extended from the eastern coast of the Aegean Sea to the border of
Galatia in central Asia. Asia is generally used in reference to the Anatolian peninsula of modern-
day Turkey.

2
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I am also interested in what happened in the movement that led many to
embrace false teaching and return to pagan practices. Much of my academic
career focused on researching religious movements in Western society (Cooper
2010). The one common denominator in most of these movements is that they
are made up of disillusioned Christians who decided to walk away from their
faith in pursuit of another. Why does this happen? It is not uncommon for sure.
Paul knew many who walked away from the faith. In fact, he would write to
Timothy that everyone in Asia had left him (2 Tim 1:15).

I am interested in how to prevent people from walking away from the
faith. This topic cannot be left to the theological gymnastics of our modern
interpretations about the doctrines of election and predestination, which are
often misunderstood in Paul’s writings. Neither can it rely on the altruistic acts
of social justice in hopes that one can prove the merit of Christianity.

My goal, ultimately, is for us to come away with a deeper appreciation
for God’s mission in the world through church planting movements (CPMs).
A few years ago we could only count a handful of CPMs. Today we are tracking
more than 708! One CPM organization alone has seen God work through
a reported planting of an average of 815 house churches each week and the
baptism of one thousand new believers every day.

The same kind of fantastic events that we see in the book of Acts between
AD 33 and 63 and in the city of Ephesus between ap 51 and 96 are still
happening all around the world: imprisonments, riots, and beatings, as well as
visions, miracles, and martyrdom. On the backs of many brothers and sisters in
Christ are borne the scars of suffering for the Lord and the fruit of thousands
coming to Christ every day. It is not their theology or acts of justice that bring
people to Christ. It is their faithful dedication to fulfilling God’s will to his
praise and glory.

2. The Global Alliance for Church Multiplication reports there are 2,912 reports of active CPM
engagement and 708 stage 5 CPMs that have grown to four-plus generations. The result is more
than 69 million believers and 4.5 million churches with approximately 96,000 believers in each
stage 5 CPM. The average church size is 15 (see https://vimeo.com/325214876 for the video
report). As of the January/February 2020 issue of Missions Frontiers, there are a reported 1,035
known kingdom movements (see http://www.missionfrontiers.org). There is a lack of precision in
these reports due to the dynamic nature of movements.
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Movements by People Cluster in Country
:'—‘ 1 Movement
A 2-3Movements
* 4 - 6 Movements

“The gospel of the kingdom will be preached as a testimony 3)
¥ 7-10 Movements o all nations, and then the end will come.” Z
MATTHEW 24:14 .
* 11 - 14 Movements 24-14

FIGURE 1: CHURCH PLANTING MOVEMENTS AROUND THE WWORLD (COURTESY OF 24:14)

I have the awesome privilege of traveling around a good part of the globe.
I have been introduced to the most committed Christians I have ever met.
I have sat with many of our brothers and sisters to hear their stories, some of
which are told in this text. Those stories are at times tragic, even fatal, but all of
them honor God, who is in pursuit of people.

I often wonder what we are missing in the West. I am not advocating for
persecution or praying for the church in the West to experience affliction.
Instead, I am encouraging a missiologically theocentric movement that will
joyfully risk everything for the glory of God and the advancement of the gospel.
This is what we see in the church of Ephesus. This is the example of Juan and
the courageous Kogi Christians. These are not counter-cultural movements.
Rather, they are movements that appropriately engage their cultures with the
good news. They are not extravagant, but they are costly.

The Life Cycle of a Movement

Some argue that CPMs are simply the latest craze. On the contrary, I will argue
that CPMs were Spirit-empowered movements in the first century and that
God is still at work in similar ways in the twenty-first century. The term CPM
is certainly anachronistic, but that is not new. We tend to put new labels on old
principles to package them for the modern consumer of the latest ministry fads.
To some degree, I came to CPM as a skeptic. In some ways, I am still a skeptic
when I hear CPM used as a strategy since it is more likely the result of disciples
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multiplying. Like you, perhaps, I have heard amazing stories of movements,
whether after the fall of communism in 1989 or the mass conversion of Dalits
in 2002. These short-lived “movements” were similar to others we see in history
and in our day.

“Movement” is a repeatedly used term these days. We have the civil
rights movement and women’s liberation movement that live on today in new
movements like #MeToo and Black Lives Matter, and probably in a hundred
similar “movements.” The reality is that many of these so-called movements are
a flash in a pan. The Time’s Up movement is one of many examples. After initial
outrage instigated by the Harvey Weinstein sexual assault allegations, criticism
of its leaders quickly stymied any further momentum. “Occupy” is another
example of a movement that began with great energy, as hundreds gathered to
occupy Wall Street, Chicago, and Washington, but we hardly hear anything
about the “movement” today.

The movement we thought we started in post-communist Romania
essentially died a slow death as the country discovered the materialistic pleasures
of the West. I wish I could blame the failure entirely on these pleasures, but
the uncomfortable fact is that we applied a Western institutional method and
essentially squelched what the Holy Spirit was doing. Where appropriate, I will
unpack this experience more as we look at the New Testament movement.

Movements have a so-called life cycle.® Nearly five decades ago Herbert
Blumer (1969) outlined this life cycle in four stages. First, a movement
commonly emerges out of concerns that initially grab the attention of a few but
then become widespread. In the beginning, the participants are not necessarily
well organized and might not be clear on their ultimate objectives, but they
are passionate about a cause. Second, as the movement grows and matures in
its identity, its adherents become increasingly organized and solidified around
a strategy. Third, the movement’s staff are trained and a formal organization
begins to enact the strategy. Finally, the movement begins to decline, most often
seen in terms of its struggle to mobilize others to its cause.

Decline, however, does not necessarily mean that the movement fades
from society, although that can certainly happen. Instead, several outcomes are
possible (Miller 1999). One outcome could be that opponents of the movement
attempt to divert pressure away from the movement by rewarding its leaders,
thereby creating hypocrisy at worst and compromise at best as the leaders
become distracted. Repression and persecution can also dissuade movement
leaders from continuing. Government pressure or violence against a movement
can test the leaders’ resolve. A movement might decline due to the successful

3. Inchapter 10 I'll suggest that causes have a life cycle while movements have a rhythm.
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Thank you for reading this preview.
To purchase a copy of this book, visit:
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